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as full an opportunity to assert their 
position as may be granted consistent 
with administrative efficiency and 
with avoidance of undue delay. The de-
termination of reasonableness in each 
instance shall be made in the discre-
tion of the officer conducting the in-
vestigation. 

(e) The officer conducting the inves-
tigation may report to the Commission 
any instances where any witness or 
counsel has been guilty of dilatory, ob-
structionist or contumacious conduct 
during the course of an investigation 
or any other instance of violation of 
these rules. The Commission will 
thereupon take such further action as 
the circumstances may warrant, in-
cluding suspension or disbarment of 
counsel from further appearance or 
practice before it, in accordance with 
§ 201.102(e) of this chapter (Rule 102(e) 
of the Commission’s rules of practice), 
or exclusion from further participation 
in the particular investigation. 

[29 FR 3620, Mar. 21, 1964, as amended at 52 
FR 12148, Apr. 15, 1987; 59 FR 5945, Feb. 9, 
1994; 60 FR 32823, June 23, 1995; 73 FR 32227, 
June 5, 2008] 

§ 203.8 Service of subpoenas. 
Service of subpoenas issued in formal 

investigative proceedings shall be ef-
fected in the manner prescribed by 
Rule 232(c) of the Commission’s Rules 
of Practice, § 201.232(c) of this chapter. 

[29 FR 3620, Mar. 21, 1964, as amended at 60 
FR 32823, June 23, 1995] 

PART 204—RULES RELATING TO 
DEBT COLLECTION 

Subpart A—Administrative Offset 

Sec. 
204.1 Applicability and scope. 
204.2 Definitions. 
204.3 General. 
204.4 Demand for payment—notice. 
204.5 Debtor’s failure to respond. 
204.6 Agency review. 
204.7 Hearing. 
204.8 Written agreement for repayment. 
204.9 Administrative offset procedures. 
204.10 [Reserved] 
204.11 Jeopardy procedure. 
204.12–204.29 [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Salary Offset 

204.30 Purpose and scope. 

204.31 Excluded debts or claims. 
204.32 Definitions. 
204.33 Pre-offset notice. 
204.34 Employee response. 
204.35 Petition for pre-offset hearing. 
204.36 Granting of a pre-offset hearing. 
204.37 Extensions of time. 
204.38 Pre-offset hearing. 
204.39 Written decision. 
204.40 Deductions. 
204.41 Non-waiver of rights. 
204.42 Refunds. 
204.43 Coordinating offset with another fed-

eral agency. 
204.44 Interest, penalties, and administra-

tive costs. 

Subpart C—Tax Refund Offset 

204.50 Purpose. 
204.51 [Reserved] 
204.52 Notification of intent to collect. 
204.53 [Reserved] 
204.54 Commission action as a result of con-

sideration of evidence submitted in re-
sponse to the notice of intent. 

204.55 Change in notification to Financial 
Management Service. 

204.56 Administrative charges. 
204.57–204.59 [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Administrative Wage 
Garnishment 

204.60 Purpose. 
204.61 Scope. 
204.62 Definitions. 
204.63 Notice. 
204.64 Hearing. 
204.65 Wage Garnishment Order. 

Subpart E—Miscellaneous: Credit Bureau 
Reporting, Collection Services 

204.75 Collection services. 
204.76 Use of credit bureau or consumer re-

porting agencies. 
204.77 Referrals to collection agencies. 

Subpart A—Administrative Offset 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 3716, 31 CFR 901.3. 

SOURCE: 58 FR 64370, Dec. 7, 1993, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 204.1 Applicability and scope. 
(a) The procedures authorized for ad-

ministrative offset are contained in 
Section 10 of the Debt Collection Act 
(codified at 31 U.S.C. 3716). The Act re-
quires that notice procedures be ob-
served by the agency. The debtor is 
also afforded an opportunity to inspect 
and copy government records per-
taining to the claim, enter into an 
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